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persuaded by their common friends to entrust him with
a secret mission in Eerlin. It was obvious that a new
reign was at hand, and a more clear-sighted observer
than the Count of Esterno, the French envoy at the
Prussian Court, might be useful.

In the summer of 1786 he returned to Berlin. Ver-
gennes, the minister of foreign affairs, objected to
employing a man in whom he felt no confidence; and,
though he yielded to Calonne, he attached no import-
ance to Mirabeau's mission. He did not even read his
letters. Sixty-six of these, some very lengthy, were
written between July 1786 and January 1787. They
were deciphered by Talleyrand, who omitted much that
he thought indiscreet or likely to injure the writer.
In 1788 Mirabeau said the four beings in the world
dearest to him were Madame de Nehra, Talleyrand,
Lauzun, and Panchaud. It is true that a year earlier
he had lamented that he was still obliged to keep on
terms with "a being so vile as Talleyrand, sordid,
greedy, and designing, who delighted only in filth and
gold, who had sold his honour and his friend, and would
sell his soul if a purchaser could be found for such vile
trash." But such diatribes, " Mirabelles " Beaumarchais
called them, whether from the pen of Mirabeau or
of his father, must not be taken too seriously. They
often only express, in the style peculiar to the family,
a passing mood of annoyance.

After Talleyrand had edited Mirabeau's dispatches
they were submitted by Calonne to the king, who
appears to have regarded them rather as amusing,
though unedifying, light literature than as of any
political importance. They are, indeed, much more